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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee                has approved $7.4 million for initiatives in Franklin County as                part of the reauthorization of the six-year Building Efficient Surface                Transportation Equity Act (BESTEA).              

BESTEA builds upon the successes of the Intermodal Surface Transportation                Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991. The Act is a six-year funding bill                for the nation's highways, bridges, mass transit systems and bicycle                pathways.              

$4 Million Route 2 Safety Improvements

The $4 million for Route 2 will allow long-term safety improvements                to the 30 mile, two-lane Route 2 highway between Philipston and                Greenfield, which is part of the National Highway System. This highway                renovation, based on recommendations from the Route 2 Safety Improvement                Study, includes shoulder widening, new passing and climbing lanes,                adding shoulder rumble strips, and roadway realignment to reduce                vertical and horizontal curves.              

"This money will begin the design work to make Route 2 a safer                and more efficient road that is of ever-increasing importance to                the economy of western and central Massachusetts. At the same time,                we must be prepared to handle the increased truck traffic to ensure                that the road is safer for area residents who travel this road everyday,"                Olver said.              

$2.5 Million Greenfield Road Reconstruction 

This program will reconstruct approximately 3.5 miles of Greenfield                road, south of the intersection of Turner's Falls Road. The project                will include reconstruction of the roadway, widening of the travel                lanes and shoulders, drainage work, and some realignment to reduce                curves along the roadway.              

"This contruction will make travel along this road safer and provide                easier access to downtown Greefield," Olver said.              

$900,000 Greenfield-Montague Recreational Bikeways 

The Franklin County Bikeway is a network of off-road and shared                roadway bicycle path that connects employment, recreational, cultural,                historic, and educational facilities in the County's seven central                communities. The bikeway would provide alternative transportation                opportunities, help improve air quality by reducing the number of                 vehicles on the roadway, and support regional economic development.              

"This funding will increase biking opportunities in Franklin County                which will enhance the quality of life for our families. I'm also                hopeful that it will complement efforts to strengthen Franklin County                tourism by making the region more attractive to recreational tourists,                which will help the local economy," Olver said.              
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The Senate has already passed its version of the highway bill (known                as ISTEA II), and the full House is expected to vote on the Transportation                and Infrastructure Committee's bill next week. Once the House passes                its bill, a House-Senate conference committee will need to work                out the differences between the two versions. The President is expected                to sign the final measure later this spring.              

Congressman Olver serves on the House Transportation Appropriations                Subcommittee, which will be responsible for some of the annual funding                distributions under the six-year BESTEA/ ISTEA II plan.             

                 ###                             
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